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• Agenda:  

• 6:30pm – 8:30pm

• Goal – envision the opportunities for Tukwila Pond

1. Introduction   

2. Recap of previous meetings

3. Review Alternative Design Options

4. Placemaking/ wayfinding ideas

5. Discussion

6. Next Steps Online Short Survey – input to Alternatives



Historic use



Historic and current use



Context



Existing conditions

25 Acres

Surrounded by Southcenter 

Basic park amenities

Natural habitat

Green space

Tree canopy

Views to Mt Rainier (north edge)



Adopted Southcenter Sub-Area Plan



Wetland reconnaissance

Wetland Buffer

Wetland A  Category II 
150’ Buffer 

Wetland B  Category II 
100’ Buffer 



Water quality Eurasian Milfoil
Toxic Algae
(Blue green Algae - Chrococcus)
Highly rich in nutrients
(high in phosphorous and chlorophyll a)



Disconnected



Safety





1. Connect park to surrounding community. Explore opportunities for land 

acquisitions for easements to connect park. 

2. Design for safety and crime prevention.  Improve surveillance, create a staff 

presence,  and activate the park with great activities. 

3. Improve water quality and restore the Pond. Consider deepening the pond, 

alum treatment, improve circulation, and flushing with additional water

4. Ecological preservation and enhancement. Preserve the ecological value of 

the pond. 

6. Activation with a rich array of recreational and community 

activities, appropriate to Tukwila’s culture.

Design Principles

5. Emphasize its connection to the water through water activities, 

viewpoints and trail overlooks.



Improve water quality –
Connect downstream watercourse
Introduce green stormwater infrastructure 

Floating fountain



Connect and embrace the park:
Key Topics: 

Connect and Embrace
The Park

TUC 18.28.120 –

Tukwila Pond 25’ 
Esplanade

Existing Tukwila Pond
Pedestrian Access 

Tukwila Right of  Way 

(ROW) 

Private drive

STRANDER BLVD.
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Stakeholder input



Stakeholder 
input



Public meeting #1  input









Recreation activities 

(PLAY)
Loop Trail 

Overlooks

Boardwalk

Fishing

Children’s play features

Picnic tables

Non-motorized watercraft

Refreshment station/café

Space for food truck

Community gathering

Market space

Sculpture garden

Kiosk 

Gathering nodes (MEET)
Small Amphitheatre

Gathering plaza

Esplanade 

Picnic shelter

Education (LEARN)
Water systems education

Environmental education

Native plant education

Eco-Art 

Environmental 

restoration, preservation 

(PROTECT)
Habitat enhancement

Preservation

Water Quality Improvement

Bird viewing

Alternatives activity list

Expand (Connections)

Parking

Wayfinding 

Interpretive Signage

Safe walking

Access

Bike Connectivity

Railroad / Green river trail

Community relationships

Adjacent property



Mix of activities to promote: 
• Strong sense of place
• Populate the park
• Active year-round use
• Improved access
• Safety 

CPTED Principles to guide Design: 
• Natural site lines
• Natural Access Control
• Staff or community presence on site
• Maintenance



Adopted Southcenter Sub-Area Plan



City Future Transportation Plan

Tukwila 
Pond: 



Flexible/ Shared use opportunities:
Key Topics: 

Explore shared parking 
and park access

TUC 18.28.120 –

Tukwila Pond 25’ 
Esplanade

Existing Tukwila Pond
Pedestrian Access 

Tukwila Right of  Way 
(ROW) 

Private drive

STRANDER BLVD.
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Alternative Diagrams 

“The drawings presented in this presentation and in the draft master 

plan are for aspirational purposes only and intended to show concepts 

for discussion. It should be noted that the future construction of Tukwila 

Pond improvements will take between 20 and 30 years and currently 

there is no funding identified to complete improvements that extend 

past the current boundaries of Tukwila Pond.”



Pond alternatives 
Minimum – pond succession to marsh, meadow and forest 
environment. 
Minimal intervention herbicide and invasive management
Water quality treatment

Modest pond ecosystem enhancement to extend the life of pond
Minimal intervention herbicide and invasive management
Connect downstream fresh water source
Water quality treatment
Alum treatment  ($ 200K - $250K)

More intensive pond ecosystem enhancement to extend the life 
of open water features  
Connect downstream fresh water source
Water quality treatment
Dredging  12’-16’ deep  ($3-$4 Million)



Common features Alt. #1  - Expanded Park Alt. #2 – Nature Immersion

Improved access/ wayfinding and 
placemaking

Loop Trail 

Shared parking 

Festival street/ green street

Nature themed play area

Bird viewing 

1 2Summary of 
Alternatives



Activation idea - Alt. #1 – Expanded Park Alt. #2 – Nature immersion 

Passive park with less amenities

Active park with more amenities

Small scale plaza

Large scale plaza

Adaptive re-use of existing building 

New Pavilion / shared use space 

Expand park collaborate with adjacent properties

Focal point large scale 

Smaller focal point 

Art garden – sculpture park 

Improve pond with dredge and freshwater input 

Minor clean up  improvements to pond allow it to naturally  
change

Summary of 
Alternatives

1 2



Activation
Alternative 1



Alternative 1
Expanded Park

“The drawings presented in this presentation and in the draft master 

plan are for aspirational purposes only and intended to show 

concepts for discussion. It should be noted that the future 

construction of Tukwila Pond improvements will take between 20 

and 30 years and currently there is no funding identified to complete 

improvements that extend past the current boundaries of Tukwila 

Pond.”



Site Section Alternative 1 



Activation
Alternative 2



Alternative 2
Nature Immersion

“The drawings presented in this presentation and in the draft master 

plan are for aspirational purposes only and intended to show 

concepts for discussion. It should be noted that the future 

construction of Tukwila Pond improvements will take between 20 

and 30 years and currently there is no funding identified to complete 

improvements that extend past the current boundaries of Tukwila 

Pond.”



Site Section Alternative 2



Placemaking/ Wayfinding ideas





























Pond alternatives 
Minimum – pond succession to marsh, meadow and forest 
environment. 
Minimal intervention herbicide and invasive management
Water quality treatment

Modest pond ecosystem enhancement to extend the life of pond
Minimal intervention herbicide and invasive management
Connect downstream fresh water source
Water quality treatment
Alum treatment  ($ 200K - $250K)

More intensive pond ecosystem enhancement to extend the life 
of open water features  
Connect downstream fresh water source
Water quality treatment
Dredging  12’-16’ deep  ($3-$4 Million)



Common features Alt. #1  - Expanded Park Alt. #2 – Nature Immersion

Improved access/ wayfinding and 
placemaking

Loop Trail 

Shared parking 

Festival street/ green street

Nature themed play area

Bird viewing 

1 2Summary of 
Alternatives



Activation idea - Alt. #1 – Expanded Park Alt. #2 – Nature immersion 

Passive park with less amenities

Active park with more amenities

Small scale plaza

Large scale plaza

Adaptive re-use of existing building 

New Pavilion / shared use space 

Expand park collaborate with adjacent properties

Focal point large scale 

Smaller focal point 

Art garden – sculpture park 

Improve pond with dredge and freshwater input 

Minor clean up  improvements to pond allow it to naturally  
change

Summary of 
Alternatives

1 2



Alternative 1
“The drawings presented in this presentation and in the draft master plan are for 

aspirational purposes only and intended to show concepts for discussion. It should be 

noted that the future construction of Tukwila Pond improvements will take between 20 

and 30 years and currently there is no funding identified to complete improvements that 

extend past the current boundaries of Tukwila Pond.”



Alternative 2

“The drawings presented in this presentation and in the draft master plan are for 

aspirational purposes only and intended to show concepts for discussion. It should be 

noted that the future construction of Tukwila Pond improvements will take between 20 

and 30 years and currently there is no funding identified to complete improvements that 

extend past the current boundaries of Tukwila Pond.”



• Items for discussion  from the Alternatives Presented:

• What pond management strategy do you prefer?

• What activation ideas do you feel are appropriate? 

• What place making stories do you like?

• Which Alternative do you prefer?  



DISCUSSION



NEXT STEPS 

• Stakeholder and Public Meetings:

• Stakeholder– Outreach and Interviews

• Online survey of Alternative Design 

• Review Alternative input with Staff and Design team

• Public Meeting – Draft Master Plan Design–

• July 2021



If your group or organization would like a presentation 
or update, please contact:

Tracy Gallaway, Project Manager

Tukwila Pond Master Plan

Tukwila Parks & Recreation Dept.

Email: Tracy.Gallaway@TukwilaWA.Gov

Phone: (206) 767-2305

mailto:Tracy.Gallaway@TukwilaWA.Gov


END


